When someone we know dies it reminds us that one day we will die. A
famous person once said "There are two things you cannot escape; death
& paying taxes." He was wrong. You can avoid paying taxes! But he
was right about the two things. Death and judgment must be experienced
by all. "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the Judgment”
Hebrews 9:27. Moreover God is so just and holy He even promises to
judge our words. "I say unto you that every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account thereof on judgment day" Mathew 12:36.
"Careless soul, 0 heed the warning, For your life will soon be gone;

0 how sad to face the judgment Unprepared to meet thy God." Many
balk at the idea of a judgment day, finding it offensive. Interestingly we
all find it easy to demand justice from other peoples wrongs & yet repel
the thought that a Holy God may demand the very same from us. We
know its wrong to steal, lie, hate, lust, gossip and cheat, our conscience
acting as an internal witness with feelings of guilt shame and remorse.
Whatever you are feeling, one thing is sure, not a single word said at
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anyone's funeral will have any bearing on the eternal destiny of the de-
ceased. A sobering thought! However there is hope because God saw all
our sin, weakness & failure& yet still loved us. Moreover He tasted death
for you & for me. "God commends his love toward us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us" Romans 5:8. This offer of salvation
from eternal punishment is a free gift & cannot be earned by being reli-
gious, going to church or doing good things. God has provided the only
way we can be forgiven. He has accepted His Sons shed blood as the
ONLY payment for our sin. At the cross Jesus offered himself up as the
perfect sacrifice so you could be forgiven & become a member of God's
family through the experience of the New-Birth (John 1:12-13;3:3). There
1s nothing you can do to secure this gift other than to humbly turn to Jesus
right now in repentance & belief. Repent means to turn away from, & for-
sake all sin. Believe means to put your faith & trust in Christ & Him alone
to save you. If you do this God promises to release you from the fear of
death, give you a new life with new desires, & grant you the gift of ever-
lasting life. Please follow the instructions on the back of this tract...



